
†�Vaccination against FIV can lead to a false-positive test result. PCR is recommended for these cats; 
currently, FIV vaccine availability limited to Australia and New Zealand.

‡In terminal phase of the disease or in early infection, false-negative antibody result possible; consider PCR. 
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FIV diagnostic algorithm
SNAP* Feline Triple* Test, SNAP* FIV/FeLV Combo Test 

 or SNAP* FIV/FeLV Combo Plus Test

FIV antibody positive† FIV antibody negative

Consider free of infection‡< 6 months of age

Maternal FIV antibodies may 
take up to 6 months to clear

Consider FIV RealPCR* 
Test or retest FIV antibody 

after kitten older than 6 
months of age

> 6 months of age

Confirm positive FIV by another 
technology (FIV Antibody by ELISA, 

FIV RealPCR* Test, or FIV by 
Western Blot)

Positive  
(FIV Antibody by ELISA, 
FIV RealPCR Test or FIV  

by Western Blot)

FIV infection 
confirmed

Western blot 
positive

FIV infection 
confirmed

FIV infection 
confirmed

Negative  
(FIV Antibody by ELISA 
or FIV RealPCR Test)

FIV status unclear: 
consider Western blot

PCR negative

Western blot 
negative

FIV infection 
unlikely 

Does not 
exclude FIV

Retest with PCR after 8–12 weeks 
or with antibody test when kitten 

older than 6 months of age

Retest in 60 days if high risk 
of recent exposure

PCR positive


